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BENJAM IN FRIED M A N  ON ARABS IN ISRA ELI L IT E R A T U R E

B en jam in  F r i e d m a n  was w o rk ing  on  a  thesis for liis d o c to ra te  a t  th e  
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  P o tch e f s t ro o m  w h e n  he  passed a w a y  in 1979. H e  was 
im m ense ly  in te res ted  in th e  w ay  th e  Is rae li H e b re w  w rite rs  p ic tu red  th e  
A ra b s  in th e i r  fiction a n d  h a d  d o n e  a  massive  a m o u n t  o f  re search  w h e n  he 
d ied . H e  was the re fo re  u n a b le  to  co m p le te  his re sea rch  a n d  to  p re sen t  his 
v iews in a  co m p le te  study. H e  d id ,  how ever ,  leave a  m a n u s c r ip t  w h ich  
ref lected  his research  a n d  conclusions. T h is  was ed i ted  by  his fam ily '  a n d  the  
U nive rs i ty  o f  P o tche fs troo m  gave  reco gn i t ion  to  his w ork  by a w a r d in g  h im  
th e  d eg ree  M . A. p o s thu m o u sly .  T h e  w r i t e r  o f  this p a p e r  a d d e d  a  c h a p te r  to 
M r .  F r i e d m a n ’s m a n u s c r ip t ,  s u m m a r i s in g  his m a in  views on  th e  topic. 
M e n a h e m  D. R o ts h te in ’s p a p e r  on this sam e  subject^ p ro m p te d  m e to 
p re se n t  B e n ja m in  F r i e d m a n ’s v iew  o n  th is  im p o r t a n t  sub jec t ,  in a id  o f  
fu r th e r  research  a n d  discussion.

H e  d isce rned  tw o  d is tinc t  p er iods  in th e  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  A rab s  a n d  th e  A ra b  
p ro b le m  in Israeli H e b re w  l i te ra tu re .  T h e  first per iod  co m prises  th e  years 
befo re  th e  S ec o n d  W o r ld  W a r ,  th e  first fo u r  d e c a d e s  o f  this c en tu ry .  T h e  
s econ d  p e r io d  is th e  years  s ince  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  o f  1948. T h e  p e r io d  
from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  S eco n d  W o r ld  W a r  u p  to  th e  en d  o f  th e  W a r  o f  
L ib e ra t io n  m u s t  be  v iew ed  as a t im e  o f  f lu c tu a t io n  a n d  trans it ion .  T h e  
l i te r a tu re  in th e  different per iods  does n o t  p resen t  a  un ifo rm  a p p r o a c h  to the  
A rabs ,  b u t  th e re  a re  c e r t a in  p r e p o n d e r a n t  t r e n d s  in  th e  d ifferent periods. 
T h e  a im  o f  his s tu d y  w as to  define  th e  d if fe ren t t r e n d s  in th e  d ifferent 
periods ,  w i th  e m p h as is  o n  th e  seco nd  p e r iod .  T h e  t r e n d s  a re  s u m m a r i s e d  in 
this  p a p e r  to  show  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t  in  th e  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  A ra b s  in the  
d if fe ren t per iods ,  a c c o rd in g  to  B en ja m in  F r i e d m a n .  T h is  s u m m a r y  is 
followed by a  discussion o f  th e  d ifferent tr en d s  in th e  d ifferent periods.

In  th e  first p e r io d ,  th e  first fou r  de cades  o f  this cen tu ry ,  th e  m a in  a p p ro a c h  
to  t h e  A r a b s  w a s  r o m a n t i c ,  s i m p l i s t i c  a n d  e v e n  i d e a l i s t i c .

' A rab s  as p o r tr a y r d  in th e  Israeli H e b rew  lite ra tu re  siiicc th e  .Second W o rld  W ar. 
P o trh rls tro o n i I9BI.
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A few w ri te rs  h a d  an  eye  for th e  p ro b le m a t ic  side o f  th e  re la t io n  be tw e e n  th e  
J e w s  a n d  th e  A rabs ,  b u t  they  r e m a in e d  in th e  m inori ty .

D u r in g  th e  years  o f  th e  S ec o n d  W o r ld  W a r  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  a f te rw ard s ,  
diíTerent t r en d s  c a n  be d iscerned .  S o m e  o f  th e  w riters ,  chiefly th e  o ld e r  
w riters ,  t r ied  to  keep  th e  ro m a n t ic i s m  o f  th e  first p e r io d  alive, d esp i te  th e  
h a rsh  realit ies o f  th e i r  t im e. O th e r s ,  especially  th e  na tive-lx )rn  writers, 
p resen t  a n  a m b iv a le n t  a p p ro a c h .  T h e r e  is so m e th in g  o f  th e  ro m a n t ic  
a p p r o a c h  in th e i r  l i te r a tu re  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  even  envy  o f  th e  A ra b s  th a t  
a r c  so com p le te ly  at h o m e  in th e  c o v e ted  land .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  these 
w rite rs  w ere  co n f ro n te d  w ith  th e  rea l i ty  o f  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  w a r  aga in s t  the  
A ra b s  a n d  they  felt rev u ls ion  a t  th e  p r im i t iv e  lifestyle a n d  th e  filth o f  th e  
A rab s  in th e i r  se t t lem ents .

In  th e  second  pe r io d ,  since th e  J e w is h  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  o f  1948, th re e  m a in  
t r en d s  c a n  be defined .  T h e  first o n e  is e n c o u n te r e d  in  th e  l i te r a tu re  a im e d  a t  
th e  y o u th  th r o u g h o u t  this  pe r iod .  It  is a  n a iv e  a p p r o a c h  to th e  p ro b lem , 
ex p ress ing  a  y e a rn in g  for th e  g o o d  o ld  d ay s  o f  f r ien d sh ip  th a t  a r e  n o  m ore . 
T h e  second  t r e n d  c a n  be seen in  th e  l i te r a tu re  o f  th e  t im e  im m ed ia te ly  
fo l low ing  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n ,  a n d  also in  l i t e r a tu re  fo llow ing  th e  
s u b s e q u e n t  w ars  b e tw e e n  Is rae l  a n d  th e  A r a b  states. T h e  A r a b  p ro b le m  is a  
da i ly  rea l i ty  for these writers.  T h e  po li t ica l  p ro b lem s,  th e  a l ien a t ion  
b e tw ee n  J e w s  a n d  A ra b s  a n d  th e  exp u ls io n  o f  th e  P a le s t in ian  A ra b s  resu lted  
in rem o rse  a n d  feelings o f  gu i l t  in th e  m in d s  o f  these  Is rae li H e b re w  writers.  
T h e  social d is in teg ra t io n  o f  th e  A ra b s  is n o te d  a n d  linked to th e  poli tical a n d  
m il i ta ry  p rob lem s.

T h e  th i r d  t r e n d  in th e  p e r io d  s ince  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  a p p e a r s  a t  th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Sixties, w h e n  a n e w  g e n e ra t io n  o f  writers,  th e  so-called 
C a n a a n i t e s ,  c a m e  to  th e  fore. T h e  w ri te rs  o f  th e  first p e r iod  w ro te  ag a in s t  the  
b a c k d ro p  o f  th e  D ia sp o ra  a n d  th e  w ri te rs  o f  th e  years  fo l low ing  the  S econ d  
W o r ld  W a r  p a id  special a t t e n t io n  to  b o th  th e  D ia sp o ra  a n d  th e  H olo caus t .  
'I 'hese w ri te rs  o f  th e  n ew  g e n e ra t io n  saw  th e i r  w o rk  as a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  
Biblical times, ig n o r in g  th e  D ia sp o ra .  T h e y  r e g a r d e d  th e  c o n f ro n ta t io n  
b e tw een  A r a b  a n d  J e w  as a  p a r t  o f  a  life a n d  d e a th  s trugg le ,  such as faced the  
Is rae li tes  a t  th e  t im e  o f  th e i r  e n t r a n c e  in to  th e  p ro m ise d  land .  T h e  Israeli tes  
h a d  to face th e  Phil is t ines ,  th e  M o a b i te s  a n d  all th e  o th e r  hostile  n a t io n s  o f  
C a n a a n  in th e i r  s t ru gg le  for su rv iva l  a n d  th e  n ew  Israeli tes  hav e  to  face th e  
A rabs .  F o r  these w ri te rs  te r ro r i sm  is p a r t  a n d  p a rc e l  o f  th e i r  d ia ly  life, 
le a d in g  to  f i i r the r  a l i e n a t io n  b e tw e e n  A r a b  a n d  J e w .  T o  th e m  th e  A ra b s  a re  
a  m e n a c e  th a t  o n e  has to  o v e rc o m e  by force.

T h e  w rite rs  o f  th e  first p e r io d  ha i led  m a in ly  from  E as te rn  E u ro p e .  T h e



s t r a n g e  su r ro u n d in g s  o f  Is rae l  m a d e  d e e p  im press ions on  th e m ,  c r e a t in g  th e  
fe ehn g  th a t  th ey  w ere  c a r r ie d  b a c k  to  th e  a n c ie n t  E re tz  Israel o f  th e  Bible. 
T h e  r o m a n t ic  idea  th a  th e  A rab s  w ere  th e  Je w is h  peasan ts  th a t  w ere  forced 
to  a b a n d o n  th e i r  fa ith  a p p e a r s  w ith  som e f requ ency  in  th e i r  work. T h e  m a in  
e x p o n e n t  o f  this  ro m a n t i c  a p p r o a c h  w as M . S m ilansky .  H e  w as ind eed  a 
fr iend  o f  th e  A rab s .  In  his s e n t im e n ta l  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  A ra b s  he  was 
c h a rm e d  by  th e i r  ro m an tic ism  a n d  simplicity.

T h is  r o m a n t ic  a p p r o a c h  c a n  c lea r ly  b e  disce rned  in th e  m a n y  sto ries  o f  th e  
sentries. T h e  sentries b e c a m e  well a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  A rab s  a n d  even 
co p ied  th e i r  w ay  o f  life a n d  lang uag e .  T h e y  w a n te d  to  be  sh eph erds  a n d  
ti llers o f t h e  soil — a n d  th e  A rab s  gave  th e m  a n  e x a m p le  to  copy. F r ien d sh ip  
b e tw e e n  A r a b  a n d  J e w  is a  c o m m o n  them e .  T h e  l i te ra tu re  o f  this per iod  
reveals  a n  in t im a te  k n o w led ge  o f  t h e  A r a b  w ay  o f  life, o f  A r a b  th o u g h t ,  
a sp ira t ion s ,  va lu es  a n d  vir tues.  T h e  t r a g ic  s ide  o f t h e  A ra b ic  ex is tence  is the  
ob jec t  o f  m a n y  sy m p a th e t ic  p o r t ray a ls  by  w ri te rs  such  as S m ilansky  a n d  
C h u rg in .  T h e s e  w riters ,  a n d  especially  S m ilansky ,  w ere  insp ired  by  a  s tro ng  
desire  for a  peace fu l  a n d  fr iendly  co -ex is tence  w ith  th e  A rabs. T h is  ideal is 
th e  s ta r t in g -p o in t  o f  m a n y  stories from  this period .

T h e  n eg a tiv e  side o f  th e  re la t io n sh ip  b e tw een  J e w s  a n d  A ra b s  w as to u c h e d  
o n  by a  sm a lle r  g ro u p  o f  w rite rs  f rom  this period, w ith  S te in b e rg  a n d  
B re n n e r  as th e  m o re  im p o r t a n t  figures. T h e y  h a d  a n  eye  for th e  h u m a n  
s i tu a t io n  o f  s t rangers ,  rivals, c la im in g  th e  sam e  m o th e r la n d .  T e n s io n  a n d  
m is t ru s t  m us t be seen b e n e a th  th e  surface. A m o ng s  these w rite rs  w ere  q u i te  
a  few n a t iv e -b o r n  w rite rs  w h o  h a d  th e  desire  to  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  A rabs ,  bu t  
w h o  re m a in e d  suspicious o f  them . T h e  p ro b le m  c a m e  m o re  to  th e  fore w ith  
th e  a w a k e n in g  o f  A ra b  n a t io n a l  consciousne.ss, w h ich  led to  th e  riots  o f  1929 
a n d  1939. T h is  slowly e ro d e d  th e  Je w is h  ro m a n t ic  il lusions a lx iu t  th e  Arabs. 
T h e  m a in  s tu m b lin g -s to nes  w ere  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  la n d ,  c o m p e t i t io n  
b e tw e e n  A r a b  a n d  Je w is h  lab o u re rs  a n d  th e  a l ien a t io n  o f  t h e j e w i s h  farm ers  
f rom  th e i r  J e w is h  w o rk e r  b re th re n .  T h e se  p ro b lem s  resu l ted  in a  m o re  
realis t ic  a n d  c r i t ica l  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  w ho le  m a t te r .  T h e  A ra b s  w ere  seen as 
p a r t  o f  th e  hostile la nd scap e ,  as a  physical fac to r  th r e a te n in g  th e  ex is tence  o f  
th e  j e w i s h  m in o r i ty  in th e  L a n d  o f  Israel. As a  result o f  this  B re n n e r  was 
q u i t e  c r i t ic a l  o f  th e  r o m a n t ic  a n d  o p t im is t ic  a p p r o a c h  o f  S m ilansky  a n d  
o th e r s  like him, B re n n e r  saw  th e  c h a sm  th a t  exis ted  b e tw een  J e w s  a n d  
A rabs ,  even  d e sc r ib ing  th e  A rab s  as a v o lcano  a b o u t  to e rup t .

In  th e  t r a n s i t io n  p e r iod  from  th e  b e g in n in g  o f t h e  S e co n d  W o r ld  W a r  till th e  
e n d  o f  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  th e  ro m a n t ic  a p p r o a c h  c o n t in u e d ,  especially  in 
th e  w orks o f t h e  o ld e r  w riters  th a t  w ere  u n a b le  to  a d a p t  to  th e  new  m e n a c in g  
c i r cum stan ces .  S o m e  w riters ,  like S h a ro n i  a n d  R a v in a ,  still s t rove  for a



b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  th e  A ra b s  l inked  w i th  a n  iden t if ica t ion  w ith  th e  
p r im i t iv e  A r a b  w ay  o f  life, as so m e th in g  re m in d in g  th e m  o f  th e  b ib l ica l past .

A  ne w  d ev e lo p m e n t  c an ,  how ever,  be  d isce rn ed  in  th e  w rit ings  o f  th e  
y o u n g e r  w ri te rs  o f  th a t  t ime. A n  a m b iv a le n t  a p p r o a c h  a p p e a r s  in  th e i r  
w ork. S o m e th in g  o f  th e  r o m a n t i c  a p p r o a c h  o f  th e  first p e r io d  l in ge red  o n  in 
th e i r  work, ' r i ie y  also expressed  th e  desire  to  live in p eace  w ith  th e  Arabs. 
T h e r e  a re  even  traces  o f  en v y  o n  th e i r  p a r t  o f  th e  A r a b ’s a t t a c h m e n t  to  th e  
w ays o f  th e  land .  O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  th e y  w e re  faced w i th  th e  rea l i ty  o f  th e  
m i l i ta ry  p r e p a r a t io n s  for th e  c o m in g  w a r  a g a in s t  th e  A rabs .  T h e y  also felt 
revu ls ion  a t  th e  l l l th  o f  th e  A r a b  se t t lem en ts ,  a n d  th e i r  p r im itiveness .  T h is  
a m b iv a le n c e  c a n  even  be  fo u n d  in th e  seco nd  p e r io d ,  a f te r  th e  W a r  o f  
L ib e ra t io n .  T h e r e  is a  y e a rn in g  for th e  f r ien dsh ip  a n d  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  days  
g on e  by, set ag a in s t  th e  d e p re s s in g  rea l i ty  o f  th e i r  o w n  time. T h e  m o t iv e  o f  
love a n d  h a t r e d  a p p e a r s  f req u en t ly  in  th e  l i t e r a tu re  o f  this period .  T h e  th re e  
m a in  m otives  o f  th e  A r a b  w a y  o f  life t h a t  a re  d esc r ibed  a r e  v engeance ,  
sexual lust a n d  t reachery .

In  th e  second  period ,  a f te r  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  o f  1948, several 
a p p ro a c h e s  to  th e  A ra b s  a p p e a r  in  th e  Is rae li  H e b r e w  l i te ra tu re .  A  n a iv e  
a p p r o a c h  c a n  be di.scerned in w orks w r i t te n  for th e  y o u th .  T h e  l i te r a tu re  for 
th e  y o u th  consists o f  tw o  m a in  tyjjes, n a m e ly  legends, folktales, t rave l a n d  
a d v e n t t i r e  stories w ith  a  d id a c t ic  p u rp o s e  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  a n d  stories in 
w h ic h  th e  a u th o r  rem in isces a b o u t  b y go ne  d ay s  o n  th e  o th e r  h an d .  In  these 
stories th e  A r a b  p ro b le m  is to u c h e d  o n  in  a  n a iv e  a n d  sim plis t ic  m a n n e r .  
T h e  b ro th e rh o o d  b e tw e en  J e w s  a n d  A ra b s  is o f ten  e m p h as ized ,  linked  to  the  
id ea  o f  peacefu l co-exis tence. T h is  is especia lly  t r u e  o f  th e  stories a b o u t  th e  
ea r ly  s h e p h e rd s  a n d  pioneers.  T h is  c a n  be  seen from  th e  re p e t i t io n  o f  o n e  o f  
th e  ideas  o f  th e  ea r ly  w r i te rs  in  a  w o rk  o f  A g m o n  o f  1960, n a m e ly  th a t - th e  
fe i lah in  a r e  no t o th e r  t h a n  th e  H e b re w s  left b e h in d  in  th e  la n d  a f te r  th e  
exile. R o m a n t ic i s m  is in d ee d  o n e  o f  th e  im p o r t a n t  e lem en ts  o f  these stories. 
A  c le a r  d is t in c t io n  is o f ten  m a d e  b e tw e e n  th e  A ra b s  as a  g r o u p  — chiefly  a 
hostile  g r o u p  —  a n d  th e  in d iv id u a l  A r a b  — b e in g  often  q u i t e  fr iend ly  a n d  
peacefu l .  F o r  d id a c t ic  pu rpo ses  th e  h u m a n  re la t io nsh ip s  o f  m u tu a l  r e 
sponsib il ity ,  ne igh bo u r l iness  a n d  p ea ce  a r e  o f ten  em p h a s ized .

T h e  stories in w h ich  th e  a u th o r s  rem in isce  a b o u t  th e  t im e  o f  th e i r  y o u th  
co n s t i tu te  a n  im p o r t a n t  l a n d m a r k  in  Is rae li  l i t e r a tu r e  in  th e  t r a n s i t io n  to  a  
p ro b le m a t ic a l  a p p r o a c h  to  th e  A rabs .  T h e  a u th o r s  o f  these stories w ere  
s ab ra s  from  th e  g e n e ra t io n  o f  th e  P a lm a c h .  T h e y  k n ew  th e  A ra b s  as a n  
insc |)ara l) l r  p a r i  o f  tlu- w ay  o f  life o f  th e i r  ch i ld h o o d .  A y e a rn in g  a f te r  the  
w o r ld  o f  c ii ild ish  s im p l ic i ty  c a n  o ften  be  fo u n d  in  th e i r  stories. T h a t  w o rld  
d i s a p p e a r e d  d u e  to  th e  n e w  tens ions. T h a t  w o r ld  th a t  will be  no  m o re ,  w ith



its p cace  a n d  b ro th e rh o o d ,  is r e m e m b e r e d  w ith  nostalgia . T h e  co m 
p lica t ions  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  a f te r  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  a re  fo rgo tten  in th e  
m em o ries  o f  the  l im e  th a t  was.

A n o th e r  sec t ion  o f  th e  w rite rs  o f  th e  g e n e ra t io n  o f  th e  P a lm a c h  faced th e  
p ro b le m s  o f  th e i r  o w n  tim es square ly .  T h e y  c o m m e n c e d  w r i t in g  in th e  years 
o f  th e  S ec o n d  W o r ld  W a r  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  a f te rw a rd s  a n d  w ere  alm ost 
exlusively g ra d u a te s  o f  the  p io n ee r  y o u th  m o v em e n t .  M a n y  o f  th e m  h a d  ties 
w ith  Kibbutzim. T h e i r  w orld  v iew  was socialistic, s tressing th e  ideals o f  th e  
e q u a l i ty  o f  m a n ,  th e  b ro th e rh o o d  o f  n a t io n s  a n d  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  th e  class 
struggle .  T h e se  va lues  s t a r te d  to  d is in teg ra te  d u e  to Is rae l’s co n f ro n ta t io n  
w i th  th e  A rabs .  T h e i r  s t a r t in g -p o in t  w as th e i r  o w n  w a r  experiences.  T h e  
A ra b s  w ere  p a r t  o f  th e i r  c h i ld h o o d  experiences ,  b u t  they  b e c a m e  enem ies  in 
w ar.  T h is  resu l ted  in confusion  in th e i r  souls, confus ion  th a t  is often 
expressed  in th e i r  writings.

T h e  p o li t ica l  p ro b le m s  th a t  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  a w a k e n in g  o f  A ra b  n a t io n a l i sm  
before th e  S eco n d  W o r ld  W a r  increased  th e  hostility b e tw een  J e w s  a n d  
A rabs .  T h is  increase  in hostil ity  p lays  th e  c e n t r a l  role in m a n y  stories. T h e  
e n m i ty  o f  th e  A ra b s  is even  asc r ib ed  to  envy  on  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  A ra b s  o f  th e  
a g r ic u l tu ra l  a n d  o th e r  successes o f  th e  Jew s.  Before th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n  
th e re  w ere  som e b in d in g  factors, such  as th e  c o m m o n  s trugg le  ag a ins t  the  
British au thor i t ies ,  b u t  a f te r  th e  w a r  th e  a l ien a t io n  increased  rap id ly .

I ’his c a u sed  c o m p le x  feelings o f  gu i l t  in th e  m in d s  o f  som e o f  these w riters ,  
rem orse ,  confl ic t ing  e m o t io n s  a n d  ev en  self-f lagellation. T h is  rem orse  was 
caiiscd  by th e  ac tions  th e  J e w s  h a d  to  tak e  ag a ins t  th e  A rabs. Y iz h a r  for 
e x a m p le  saw  th e  m o ra l  p ro b le m s  q u i t e  c lea rly ,  m a t te r s  o f  conscience  
p la y in g  a n  im p o r t a n t  ro le  in his w rit ings. H e  p o in te d  o u t  th e  exp er ien ces  o f  
th e  J e w s  d u r in g  th e  H o lo cau s t  a n d  d e m o n s t r a te d  th a t  th e  J e w s  d id  
c o m p a r a b le  th ings  to  th e  A ra b s  a f te r  th e  W a r  o f  L ib e ra t io n .  In  his story 
Hirbet H izca  (1949) he  i l lustrates th e  ro u g h  h a n d l in g  o f  th e  A rab s  by th e  
J e w is h  soldiers. H e  tou ches  on  th e  m o ra l  p ro b le m  in this m a n n e r  a n d  has a n  
eye  for t h a t  w h ic h  is w ro n g  in o n e ’s o w n  m idst .  T h e  d id a c t ic  a im s  o f  this 
d esc r ip t io n  a re  q u i t e  clear.  T h is  story s t ir red  u p  q u i te  a  con troversy ,  the  
p u b l ic  see ing  in th e  very  fact o f  th e  ex pu ls ion  o f  th e  A ra b s  a  fa i lu re  in h e ren t  
in th e  Is rae li  v ic to ry ’. A l th o u g h  th e  expu ls io n  ca n  be m il i ta r i ly  jus ti f ied ,  it 
a m o u n t s  to  th e  repression  o f  one  n a t io n  by a n o th e r  th a t  has  e x p er ienced

’ M r F r ie d m a n 's  study  is a v a ilab le  Irom  th e  lib ra ry  o f  th e  U n iversity  o f PolrhefstiTO m , 
R ep u b lic  o f S o u th  A frica, T h e  references to  th e  p rim a ry  m a te ria l on  w h ich  M r F r ie d m a n ’s 
view s a re  based , c an  be fou n d  in his s tudy . F o r th e  sake o f  b rev ity , references a re  o m itte d  in this 
pa |x-r.



rep ress ion  in its o w n  h is tory . T h e se  m o ra l  p ro b le m s  also f ind express ion  in 
th e  w orks o f  o t l ic r  a u th o r s  o f  this  p e r io d ,  such  as J .  b a r  Yosef. T h e y  w ere  
faced by a  s t ru gg le  b e tw ee n  tw o  peo p les  for th e  r ig h t  to o n e  h o m e lan d .  T h is  
ten d e n c y  c a n  also be d isce rn ed  a f te r  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  w ars  b e tw een  Israel an d  
th e  A r a b  states.

T h e  A r a b  refugees a r e  often  re fe rred  to by  these w riters  a n d  th e i r  s i tu a t io n  is 
c o m p a r e d  to  the  e x p e r iences  o f  th e  J e w s  th r o u g h  th e  ages. T h is  w ho le  
m a t t e r  o f  th e  A r a b  refugees b e c a m e  a  c e n tra l  po li t ica l  p ro b le m  in th e  
I s rae l i -A rab  conllict.  T h e  a t t e n t io n ,  even  sy m p a th e t ic  a t t e n t io n  as in th e  
case o f  A  M e g e d ,  p a id  to  this p ro b le m  n e ed  therefo re  no t  cause  surprise.

C loser  to  th e  p resen t  t im e  th e  ties o f  a c q u a in ta n c e s h ip  w h ic h  t ied  th e  
H e b r e w  w r i t e r  to  th e  p e rso n  o f  th e  A ra b s  a n d  to  th e i r  w a y  o f  life g ra d u a l ly  
loosened. T h e se  ties c a n  still be  seen  in th e  w o rk  o fY iz h a r ,  b u t  since his t im e  
it has  g r a d u a l ly  faded .  T h e  focus is d i r e c te d  to  th e  A ra b s  w h o  r e m a in e d  in 
th e  lan d  w ith  th e i r  d e m a n d s  for e d u c a t io n ,  th e i r  desire  to  flee o r  to  ch a n g e  
th e  s i tu a t io n  by w ay  o f  .social progress. T h e  old  A r a b  w ay  o f  life is n o  m ore. 
T h e  social c h an g e s  a re  descr ibed .  T h is  c a used  a  s trugg le  in th e  m in d s  a n d  
life o f  th e  A rabs .  T h i s  s t ru gg le  b e tw e e n  th e  w o r ld  o f  a  p rev ious  e r a  a n d  th e  
n e w  s i tu a t io n  is often  q u i t e  s y m p a th e t ic a l ly  descr ibed .  T h e  po li t ica l  a n d  
secur ity  im p lica t io n s  o f  th e  A r a b  p ro b le m  also receives d u e  a t t e n t io n  in th e  
l i te r a tu re .  I 'h e  idea l to  d isp la ce  host i l i ty  w i th  f r ien d sh ip  by w ay  o f  p e rson a l  
c o n ta c t  b e tw een  A rab s  a n d  J e w s  is f r e q u en t ly  expressed. T h is  ideal is often  
t h w a r t e d  by m u t u a l  r e t ic en ce ,  as c a n  be  seen in  stories d e a l in g  w i th  love 
b e tw een  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  tw o  peoples.

S ince  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  1960’s a  ne w  g e n e ra t io n  o f  w ri te rs  hav e  a p p e a r e d  
on  th e  scene, th e  Y o u n g  G u a r d ,  a lso ca l led  th e  G e n e ra t io n  o f  th e  S ta te .  
I m p o r t a n t  figures a m o n g s t  th e m  a re  Y. R e tu s h  a n d  A. A m ir .  In  th e i r  works 
a  sp i r i tu a l  seve rance  from  th e  Jewish c u l tu r a l  h e r i ta g e  o f  th e  D ia sp o ra  a n d  a 
r e tu rn  to  th e  a n c ie n t  C a n a a n i t e  m y th o log y ,  to  th e  sources o f  th e  C a n a a n i t c  
H e b r e w  c u l tu re  o f  th e  b ib l ica l  p e r io d  c a n  be  d iscerned .  T h e  peop le  o f  the  
se t t lem en ts  a re  for th e m  th e  C a n a a n i t e s  o r  th e  H eb rew s .  T h e y  .saw th e i r  
w ork  as a n  o rg a n ic  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t h e  Bible a n d  its a n c ie n t  C a n a a n i t e -  
S em it ic  l i te ra tu re .  T h e r e  a r c  also m a n y  th e m e s  o f  th e  w riters  o f  th e  first 
p e r io d  t h a t  r e c u r  in th e  w o rk  o f  th e  so-called  C a n a a n i t e s ,  especia lly  th e  
ro m a n t ic  c h a lu tz ic  ideals o f  th e  S ec o n d  A liyah .

T h e  fateful m e e t in g  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  peoples  a n d  th e  s trugg le  for th e i r  
b i r th r ig h t  in tlie h o m e la n d  a r e  expressed  in te rm s  o f  a  decis ive life a n d  d e a th  
co n f ro n ta t io n .  T h e r e  is a  po li t ica l  a n d  m il i ta r is t ic  t r e n d  in th e i r  a p p ro a c h  
ag a in s t  th e  r o m a n t i c  a n d  le g e n d a ry  so lu t ion  to  th e  c o r re sp o n d in g p ro b le m s



o f  th e  first per iod .  T h e  A rab s  a re  for th e m  a n  exis tent ia l con d it io n  a n d  an  
l i is torical des t iny  w ith  w h ic h  one  h a d  to  s truggle ,  a n d  o v e rcom e  by  force. 
T h e  fight aga in s t  te r ro r i sm  p lays  a n  im p o r t a n t  role in th e i r  w ork . S o m e  o f  
these w rite rs  even  d isp lay  a  ten d e n c y  to  ch au v in ism ,  S h a m i r  e.g.,  fu r th e r in g  
h a t r e d  a n d  a l ien a t ion  by a  one-s ided  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  p rob lem .

T h e se  feelings o f  h a t r e d  a n d  a l ien a t io n  d id  m a k e  th e i r  first a p p e a r a n c e  in 
th e  first p e r iod ,  especially  in th e  w ri t ings  o f  B ren ner .  In  his t im e  th e  J e w s  
w ere  a  m in o r i ty  a m o n g s t  th e  A rab s  in  Pales tine . T h is  is p a ra l le led  in 
m o d e r n  t im es  by  th e  s ta te  o f  Is rael b e in g  e n c irc led  a n d  dissected  by  hostile 
A r a b  s ta tes  a n d  a n  insecure  a n d  a r t if icua l b o rd e r .  T h e  A r a b  p ro b le m  has 
im p lica t ion s  for th e  daily  exis tence o f  th e  J e w s  in Israel. T h e  trag ic  side o f  
th e  conflict does no t  escape  notice. Y iz h a r  saw  th e  m o ra l  p ro b le m  b u t  for O z  
th e  A ra b s  a re  an  ex is ten t ia l  cond it ion .  T h e  A ra b s  a re  a da i ly  th rea t ,  w ith  the  
result t h a t  O z  even  re g a rd s  the  lan d s c a p e  as p a r t  o f  th e  m e n a c e  o f  the  
en em y ,  t h a t  lives in a n d  infiltrates th e  landscape .

A l th o u g h  these  w ri te rs  like to  see th e i r  w o rk  as a  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  the  
l i t e r a tu re  o f t h e  b ib l ica l  p e r io d  they  c a n n o t  to ta lly  ignore  th e  H olocaust ,  th e  
fate o f  th e  A ra b s  b e in g  seen as a  ref lection  o f  th e  h is toric  fate o f  th e  Jew s.  
R e m o rs e  also p lays  a p a r t  in th e i r  w ork ,  th e  s ta te  o f  Is rael h a v in g  b ee n  bu il t  
o n  A ra b  ruins.

I t  is q u i t e  c lea r  th a t  th e  c h a n g in g  milieu  o f  th e  Israeli w riters  since th e  
b e g in n in g  o f  this  c e n tu ry  till th e  p resen t  da y  has h a d  a n  im p o r t a n t  — alm ost 
decis ive — in f luence  on  th e i r  views o n  a n d  p o r t r a y a l  o f  th e  A rabs .  In  his 
d e f in in g  o f  th e  d if feren t t r en d s  in th e  difTerent periods  B en jam in  F r i e d m a n  
m a d e  a n  im p o r t a n t  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p o r t ra y a l  o f  the  
A rab s  in Israeli fiction.

This story  also feaHircs p ro m in en tly  in R o tsh tc in ’s p ap er; cf. e.R. pp. 4R5, 6 an d  9.




