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HOOFASPEKTE VAN POëTIESE TAALGEBRUIK

Dr. Ina G rabe het in 1979 aan die PU onder die leiding van prof. T.T. 
C loete geprom oveer m et ’n p roefsk rif Teorieë oor hoo fa spek te  van poetiese  
taalgebruik: verkenning  en toepassing. Wat hier volg, is 'n  ko rt u ittreksel u it 
'n  vertaalde opsom m ing van hierdie om vangryke v^erk.

In this study  I a tte m p t a detailed  discussion o f  th e  folloviiing aspects o f 
poetic  language: m e tap h o r (chap ter 1), syntax  and typography  (chapter II), 
p a tte rn s  o f  so u n d rep e titio n  (chapter III) and rhy thm  and m etre  (chapter 
IV). T he discussion o f each aspect consists o f a critical exp lo ra tion  o f  re
cen t theories as well as an illustration  o f  th e  applicability  o f  p articu lar th eo 
retical strategies to  the analysis and in te rp re ta tio n  o f poetic  tex ts. Each 
chap te r, consequen tly , is divided in to  tw o m ain sections: theo ry  (A) and ap
p lication  (B). In section  A various recen t and relevant theories on th e  aspect 
dealt w ith  in a particu lar chap te r are first critically  discussed and m odified 
w here necessary. N ext th e  applicability  o f th e  theo re tica l appara tus thus a t
ta ined , is illustrated  by  analysing at least one com plete  poe tic  tex t in w hich 
th a t particu lar aspect o f  poetic language is a clearly fo reg rounded  structu ral 
elem ent. It is assum ed th ro u g h o u t the  study  th a t fo regrounded  elem ents o f 
a p o em ’s struc tu re  function  as cues tow ards its u ltim ate  understand ing  and 
in te rp re ta tio n . For this reason th e  func tion  o f consp icuous m etaphorical 
construc tions, syn tac tic  pa tte rn s , sound  relations and m etrical-rhy thm ical 
un its  should  be determ ined  in th e  analysis o f poetic  tex ts. In section  B the 
sam e poetic  tex t, “ K o n trak ” by  D.J. O pperm an, is analysed in each chap
te r w ith  respect to  a d iffe ren t aspect o f poetic  language. T he aim  o f this ela
bo ra te  analysis o f one poem  is to show how  the various aspects discussed 
th ro u g h o u t th e  study  jo in tly  co n trib u te  to  an understand ing  and in te rp re ta 
tion  o f th e  poem .

The in terp re ta tive  cues disclosed by th e  fou r aspects analysed in this 
poem  — m etapho r, syn tax  and typography , sound  and rhy thm  and m etre -  
w ere either supportive, com plem entary  or corrective w ith  respect to  one 
ano ther. The in ternal struc tu ra l rela tions in a poem  should  therefo re  be 
investigated w ith  respect to  at least the four aspects o f  poetic  language dealt 
w ith in this study . An analysis o f  these fou r aspects led one to  a realization  
o f  the unusual and id iosyncratic  way in w hich O pperm an’s “ K o n trak ” inter-



prcts th e  w ell-know n creative process described in Genesis.
It was fo u n d  a t th e  conclusion  to  this stu d y  th a t a de ta iled  exam ination  

o f  various theories on  th e  fo u r aspects o f  poe tic  language d ea lt w ith  in this 
thesis had been  a w orthw hile  investigation . T he theo re tica l appara tu s ab
s trac ted  from  a critical ex p lo ra tion , com parison  and  m odifica tion  o f  various 
theories on  poetic  language provided a m eans to  ju stifiab le  in te rp re ta tio n s  
o f  individual poetic  tex ts.




